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94-268 October 6, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
SIX EIU GRADUATES TO BE HONORED 
CHARLESTON -- Six Eastern Illinois University graduates will be honored at 
Saturday's (Oct. 8) Homecoming by EIU's Alumni Association. 
The six honorees will ride on a float in the Homecoming parade, attend the 
football game and be recognized at an awards dinner. They will also be guests at 
various receptions. 
This year's most prestigious alumni honor, the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award, will be given to three individuals, who through their accomplishments and 
service, have brought credit to their alma mater. They are: 
-- J. Allen Brent of Atlanta, Ga., vice president of Coca-Cola Co., responsible 
for worldwide quality management. 
Brent, who earned a bachelor's degree in chemistry in 1943, has served in 
various capacities with the company since 1965. Prior to that, he directed research 
and development for Minute Maid Co. and was awarded numerous patents used in 
the manufacturing of Minute Maid concentrate. 
Brent is listed in American Men of Science and Who's Who in the South and 
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He and his wife, the former Norma Miller, have four children and seven 
grandchildren, all living in the Atlanta area. 
-- Glen Gabbard, M.D., of Topeka, Kansas, Bessie Walker Callaway Distin-
guished Professor of Psychoanalysis and Education in the Karl Menninger School of 
Psychiatry in Topeka and clinical professor of psychiatry at the University of 
Kansas School of Medicine in Wichita. 
Gabbard, who earned a bachelor's degree in theatre arts in 1972, has been 
at the Menninger Clinic since 1978, serving as medical director and vice president 
for adult services before assuming the endowed chair position. 
He has written prolifically in the fields of psychiatry and psychoanalysis. He 
has authored or edited 10 books and written over 120 scientific papers. He serves 
on 12 editorial boards and many national committees. 
His honors include the 1992 Psychiatric Times Teacher of the Year Award, 
Menninger's Distinguished Alumnus Award and the Sigmund Freud Award of the 
American Society for Psychoanalytic Physicians. This year, he received the Edward 
A. Strecker Award of the Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital, given annually to 
the outstanding psychiatrist in the United States under age 50. 
Gabbard lectures widely in North America, Europe and Australia. 
-- Roger Roberson of Champaign, chairman of Roberson Transportation 
Services, among the top 1 00 truck lines in the country, servicing the continental 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 ALUMNI 
United States, Canada and Mexico. 
Roberson, who earned a bachelor's degree in business and economics in 
1964, is the immediate past national chairman of the American Trucking Associa-
tion and is currently chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee of ATA. He is 
also a past chairman of the Illinois Transportation Association. 
He currently serves on the boards of Bank Champaign, Cozad Financial, 
Devonshire Realty, BanCentral Corp. and Carle Foundation. He serves on three 
state boards: the Board of Governors Universities, State Universities Civil Service 
System Merit Board and the Illinois Economic Development Board. 
Roberson is a former member of the EIU Foundation Board and Lumpkin 
College of Business Advisory Board. 
He and his wife, Ramona, are members of Temple Baptist Church in Cham-
paign. They have five children. 
This year's Alumni Service Award, given for outstanding service to the 
university and the community, goes to Nancy Owen of Mattoon, former Coles 
County state's attorney who now practices law in Mattoon. A former school 
teacher, Owen has practiced law in Coles County since 1977. 
Owen, who received a master's degree in history from Eastern in 1972, has 
been a strong supporter of the EIU Alumni Association and the university. She has 
chaired the Linder House Committee for several years, is chairman of the Finance 
Committee and served as treasurer of the association. She has spoken to EJU 
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classes and assisted with special events and fundraising. She is a member of the 
EIU Foundation Board. 
In the community, Owen is active in United Way, Immaculate Conception 
Board of Education, Coles County Historical Society Board of Directors, Mattoon 
Ponytail Baseball League and Republican politics. 
Two individuals, who have graduated within the last five years and have 
brought distinction to the university or to their professions, will receive the Out-
standing Young Alumnus Award. They are: 
--Tom Faulkner of Chatham, assistant to First Lady Brenda Edgar. 
Faulkner earned a bachelor's degree in speech communication and a mas-
ter's degree in political science in 1990 and 1991, respectively. The Peoria native 
met his wife, Rendy, while attending Eastern. 
While a student at Eastern, he founded the first BACCHUS (Boost Alcohol 
Consciousness Concerning the Health of University Students) chapter and created 
the new student orientation program, "Panther Preview." Both have had continued 
success. 
Professionally, he has been instrumental in developing Mrs. Edgar's cam-
paign for children, "Help Me Grow," which has become a model for the nation, 
earning both national and state recognition. 
He is also active in his community and various charitable organizations. 
-- Sherry McCoy of Brimfield, C.P.A., general services supervisor at 
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McGiadrey & Pullen in Peoria. 
McCoy, who earned bachelor's degrees in accounting and finance in 1990, 
oversees a variety of McGiadrey and Pullen's business advisory services with a 
financial and compliance audit focus. 
The former EIU honors student and president of Delta Mu Delta business 
fraternity has published two articles in the Peoria business journal, Inter-Business 
Issues, dealing with inventory and records retention and planning for an audit. She 
is also editor of her company's in-house newsletter, T.E.A.M. 
In the community, she is active in Big Brothers/Big Sisters and is treasurer of 
the Board of the Peoria Friendship House of Christian Service. 
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